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GS PAPER Polity, Governance and IR 2023 Question 10

MODEL ANSWER

10. Indian diaspora has scaled new heights in the West. Describe its economic and political benefits for
India. 10

The Indian diaspora in the West has achieved remarkable success in various fields, such as technology,
politics, business, and academia. For example, Sundar Pichai, the CEO of Google, and Ajay Banga, the
President of Mastercard, are examples of Indian success stories in the West.

This has brought economic and political benefits for India, such as:

Economic benefits:

o The Indian diaspora sends substantial remittances to India, which provide a source of foreign
exchange and income for many families. In 2020, India received over $83 billion in
remittances, making it the highest recipient of remittances globally.

o The Indian diaspora also invests in Indian businesses, startups, and real estate, creating jobs
and opportunities for Indians. For example, prominent Indian-origin entrepreneurs in Silicon
Valley like Vinod Khosla have played pivotal roles in funding and mentoring Indian startups.

o The Indian diaspora promotes Indian culture and values across the globe, driving the tourism
and entertainment industries. For example, Bollywood movies, yoga, and cuisine are popular
among Western audiences.

Political benefits:




e The Indian diaspora lobbies for favorable terms regarding India's interests in the host countries.
For example, they advocated for the Indo-US civil nuclear deal and the relaxation of H1B visa
norms.

e US exceptionalism: like US nuclear deal, Membership of dual use Groups

e The Indian diaspora has many influential leaders and officials in the West who can support
India's position on global issues like climate change, trade, security, and terrorism. For example,
Kamala Harris, the Vice President of the USA, and Rishi Sunak, the Chancellor of the UK, are of
Indian origin.
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